INTRODUCTION
During a recent southward passage through the Mozambique Channel by the Shell tanker "Lotorium", (138037 tons, length 345.4 m), heavy weather was encountered on 15th February 1976 (noon position 23°07'S 36°48'E) and a great deal of spray and occasional light water was shipped. On the following morning a variety of pelagic organisms were found to have been deposited on the vessel's deck, including some small portuguese men o'war (Physalia), a few stomatopod larvae, and a very large swimming-crab megalopa and about 50 very impressive terminal stage raninid zoeae. The crustacean larvae were collected by the ship's officers and sent to the British Museum (Natural History) by the captain. In view of the rather unorthodox method of capture, the impressive size of the portunid megalopa and the relatively few detailed descriptions of raninid larvae, it seemed worthwhile publishing a short account of them. The larvae were desiccated by the time they were found and were therefore despatched dry from the ship; some specimens have been left dry, but those used for detailed study were re-hydrated in 1 % trisodium orthophosphate, fixed in 5 % formalin and cleared in lactic acid.
DESCRIPTIONS AND REMARKS
Portunidae, Portuninae megalopa ( fig. 2 j-o) In the dried specimens the limbs were colourless, the carapace pale orange, and the eyes and eyestalks a uniform deep orange red with no evidence of a darker eye pigment.
With a length of 8.00 mm from the tip of the rostrum to the posterior margin of the carapace in the mid-line, this handsome larva must be amongst the largest brachyuran megalopae ever recorded. Described portuninid megalopae are certainly much smaller, mostly being between 2 and 3 mm long, although the megalopa of Portunui-anceps (De Saussure), illustrated by Lebour ( 1944) has a carapace length of about 4.3 mm.
Apart from this size difference the "Lotorium" larva differs from all other known portuninids in having a relatively longer rostrum and very much more prominent sternal horns (see Rice & Ingle, 1975 , for references). The presence 
